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828 THE CAMBRO-BR1TON: 

For every misdemeanour, that a woman shall commit, her 
family shall pay for her, as for the husband, unless she be 
married ; and, if she be married, let her and her husband pay 
her amercement and forfeiture *. 

[To be continued.] 



THE TRIADS.— No. XXI. 



THE WELSHMAN'S TRIADS*. 

1. Three tbihgs which every Welshman ought to be so as 
not to disgrace himself, his country, or his kindred : generous, 
brave, and merciful. 

2. Three things which it is great praise to a Welshman to 
cultivate: his paternal estate, his family, and his judgment. 

3. Three things which every Welshman ought to be in order 
to gain the love of his country and his tribe : humble, tempe- 
rate and inoffensive. 

4. Three deportments necessary to a Welshman towards 
such as shall insult him, and all these at the same instant : to 
reject J, to forgive, to forget. 

5. Three things which every Welshman ought incessantly 
to remember for fear of the disrespect he may surfer from 
them : his father, his country, and his name of Cymro. 

6. Three things which every Welshman ought always to 
preserve in his thought and in his memory : what is due from 

• Ei chamlwrw a'i dirtry are the original words, the sense of wliich is 
not quite correctly rendered by Wotton, who has " mnltas publican) et 
privatam." Camlwrw is explained, in another part of the Laws, to be a 
fine of three kine or 180 pence ; diriry appears to have had a more gene- 
ral signification. — This is the conclusion of the Laws relating to Women, 
both in the Archaiology and in Wotton. 

t Arch of Wales, vol. iii. p. 251. These Triads, in the original Triodd y 
Cymro, were supplied to the Archaiology by Mr. Edward Williams ( lolo 
tiorganwg), who transcribed them from a collection made by Thomas ab- 
Ivan ot'Tre Bryn, in Glamorganshire, in the year 1680. They appear to 
have been the production of Hopcyn Thomas Phylip, a poet who flou- 
rished between 159} and 1030. 

X The original word is ytmarth, the full meaning of which it is impossi- 
ble, pcrfcaj's, to convey into English. 
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him, what is due from him, and what is due altogether. And 
let his due be what it ought to be, and then what is due will 
be proper and meet *. 

7. Three things which a Welshman ought to preserve and 
defend 'till his death : his sword, his secret, and his friend. 

8. Three things in behalf of which a Welshman should die : 
his country, his good word, and the truth, whatever it be* 

9. Three natural qualities which a Welshman ought to im- 
prove : over-bravery, over-mildness, and over-mirth f. 

10. Three things which, under discretion and rule, are 
graceful in a Welshman : bravery, mildness, and mirth. 

11. Three things which a Welshman ought to love before 
every thing : the nation of the Cymry, the customs and man- 
ners of the Cymry, and the language of the Cymry. 

12. Three things that ought always to be in the recollection 
nf every native Welshman; his God, bis fellow-man, and his 
duty. 

13. Three things that every true Welshman loves : the lan- 
guage of his country, the wisdom of his country, and the food 
of his country. 

14. Three things honourable to a Welshman : to accustom 
himself to the habits of the old Cymry, to consider how to 
improve the habits that now exist, and to search the world 
for useful habits % that have not been hitherto known, 

15. Three qualities disgraceful to a Welshman : to look with 
one eye, to hear with one ear, and to assist with one hand. 

16. Three things that every native Welshman ought toatteni 
to : his plough, his book, and his law. 

17. Three things that are honourable in every Welshman, as 
the same qualities were in the old Cymry formerly ; to be ge- 
nerous, valiant, and amiable. 

18. Three things from which, when found in a man, you may 
swear he is no Welshman ; covetousness, cowardice, and mo- 
roseness. 

* This Triad affords a singular exemplification of the various inflections 
of the verb dyleu, which we find it extremely difficult to retain in the 
translation. 

♦ Rhy-lew, rhy-laryaidd, aihy-lawen. 

t The word, here translated " habits," is eampnu, which may admit of 
a larger signification. 
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10. Three things which a Welshman should not believe : 
what is stud by u stranger, what is said against a stranger, and 
what is said against what ought to be. 

20. Three words that every Welshman ought thoroughly to 
consider, and justly to 'preconceive their reason and sense: 
God, man, and Cymro. 

21. Three things that it would best beseem a Welshman to 
have from his own nation and country : a king, a wife, and a 
friend. 

22. Three strange and foreign things which a Welshman 
ought entirely to reject : language, custom, and a secret. 

28. Three things that preserve the name of a Welshman from 
degeneracy : to support the claims and honour of his kindred, 
to live on his own means, and to live, as he ought, both to- 
wards God and man. 

24. Three things which the nation of the Cymry possess the 
best of their kind in the world : bardism, law, and instrumental 
music *. 

25. Three things that do honour to a Welshman : strength 
with peace, wisdom with liberality, and mirth with discretion. 

26. Three things that it is of great praise to a Welshman 
to possess : the sciences of wisdom, the manners of urbanity, 
and the considerateness of reflection. 

27. Three things that dignify a Welshman by making pro- 
per use of them : the amusements of his nation, the gentility of 
his nation, and the vivacity of his nation. 

28. The three primitive things of a Welshman over every 
other nation in the Isle of Britain : a primitiveness of heredi- 
tary possession, a primitiveness of civil society, and a primi- 
tiveness of Christianity f. 

29. Three things indispensable to a Welshman, so that he 
shall not disgrace his country and nation : to be wisely pre- 
pared, to conduct himself discreetly, and to live purely. 

* Cerdd dant : — It means the poetry sung with music rather than the 
music itself, and has reference, more particularly, to the favourite custom 
of singing with the harp. 

t The original words, translated " hereditary possession " and " civil 
society," are priodawr and brodoriaeth. The Triads of the Isle of Britain 
bear testimony, in two instances at least, to the accuracy of the primitive 
institutions, here ascribed to the Cymry. See Cambro-Bbiton, vol. i. 
pp. 43, lU'J, 362, and vol. ii. p. 143. 



